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From Wealth to Poverty

to Orphanage

Saba Ghallab and her sisters Belqis,
Theqra, Himier were living in the com-
fort and care of their wealthy parents.
They studied in private schools and
enjoy prosperity, but then their father
became afflicted by cancer. He trav-
eled repeatedly to foreign countries for
treatment, selling all he had in order
to do so, but after the last treatment he
died.

The mother of the girls, to her credit,
tried to be both mother and father to
them. She was afraid and struggled to
carry out the responsibility to educate
her children and compensate them with

sympathy and tenderness for their lost
father. But, she could not continue the
struggle as the sadness of her husband
soon overwhelmed her. She eventu-
ally died of hepatitis. She lived just
less than year longer than her husband.
After that the children were confused,
not knowing how they should continue
their life. Al Rahma House hastened to
ensure their future when she died, tak-
ing them into the house to begin their
new life.

Saba, 11, says with hope for the future
in her eyes, “My sisters and I sisters
will complete our studies normally and
successfully. When my parents were
with us I dreamt of good days to come,
but then it seemed that they would not
come. | love songs and acting”.

Bloody History
Bushra and her brothers Mohammed
and Yousif were living in the care of

their family in affordable circumstanc-
es. They were happy, having great sat-
isfaction with their life. Then suddenly
their happiness turned to hell and satis-
faction turned to anger. They escaped
from home and headed for the moun-
tains under fear of death.

On that black day, problems devel-
oped between their father and mother.
The father killed the mother and six
members of her family, and then he
killed himself.

These events were happening outside
while Bushra and her brothers were in-
side their home, completely unaware.
The father then attempted to burn
down the house and the farm with-
out knowing that the
children were inside.
However, the children
managed to escape to
a village in the nearby
mountains. There they
managed to survive
for three days without
food and water, except
for a little irrigation
water obtained from a
drilling into the moun-
tainside. This water
caused a fungal infec-
tion in their mouths.

However, God did
not abandon these
children. They are in-
nocent. The police fi-
nally found them and
delivered them to an
orphan’s home. But,
girls were not admitted into that home,
so from there they were taken to Al
Rahma House, where they finally man-
aged to rid themselves of the fear that
was controlling them. Bushra said that
she dreams of a calm life far from cul-

Tragic Stories of orphans

tivated fear and guilt. She might well
ask, we are children, are we responsi-
ble for the actions of our fathers?

“I have big dreams and remain op-
timistic about my future that was al-
most finished, but Al Rahma House
has given hope to my brothers and I”
she said.

The Worst of Torture

Shafiga, 11, has endured plastic sur-
gery three times and requires further
extensive surgery. She has been tor-
tured, has a broken leg and a badly
burned body. Shafiga was tortured in a
number of ways, including with boil-
ing water and hot iron bars.

Her stepmother adopted Shafiqa af-
ter the death of her father, taking her
to her to live with her new husband.
He was the cause of Shafiqa’s torture
and sufferings. The man did not accept
her into his house without payment of
some kind; therefore he forced Shafiga
to guard his qat farm every night.

One night Shafiga fell asleep while
guarding the farm. The farm was robbed
and she was held responsible for it. In
front of her stepmother, Shafiga had
her hands and legs tied with rope in
the animal stable. There she was tor-
tured until worms appeared in her body
and mouth. After about three months
some neighbors heard the whining of
Shafiga. They entered the farm and res-
cued her.

She says that death would have been
a better option than torture.

Long after her rescue Shafiga still
suffers severe pain and remains in a
very poor psychological state. Anyone
who goes near her can easily observe
this.

During the trial of the offender, the
judge asked Shafiga

if she wanted him killed in revenge.
She answered “No, but I want him to
suffer the torture that I did”. The court
sentenced him 15 years in prison.

Shafiga’s admittance to Al Rahma
House, where she stayed for almost a
year, signaled the end of her long or-
deal. Al Rahma House organized sur-
gery for Shafiga and her psychological
treatment continues. She has joined
literacy classes and dreams of one day
becoming a policewoman, when she
might be able to prevent what happened
to her happening to anyone else.

Quarrelling with Life

Elham, 9, and her younger brothers
Hanof, 4, and Abdullah, 6, have been in
Al Rahma House for only two weeks.
They are innocent victims of their par-
ent’s action. After a build-up of family
problems, their father killed his wife’s
father. Their mother did not care for
the children initially, but she soon saw
sense and realised that they needed her,
no matter the circumstances. They are
currently waiting for their mother to
take them back to live with her.

Fatima, 12, has had to overcome in-
credible obstacles in her life so far. Af-
ter her father became affected by psy-
chological problems, the family of her
mother took her in to live with them.
She struggled on for her father and to
prove to her mother that she was strong
in the face of her problems. Fatima
helped the people of the village with
the farming and bringing in firewood,
being only more than willing to play a
fair part in the daily life of the village.

She suffered long days of hard work,
burdened upon her by the people of the
village. Early one morning while Fatima
was asleep her father came and burned

her body with a knife. There was no
solution for her but to escape from the
village. She headed for the mountains
and lived in a cave for approximately
four years. Al Rahma House did not
hesitate for a moment
when they heard the
story of Fatima. She LI T i
has now begun to live ~]
a new life full of hope
and optimism and has
joined literacy class-
es. It is the first step,
as she says.

Mariam’s House

Mariam, 10, came
from Hodiedah gov-
ernorate with some
women who came
to work as beggars
in Sana’a. They left
her in Bab al-Yemen
without knowing what
would become of her.
She walked alone from place to place
throughout the night, finally falling
asleep in a doorway until the morning.
When the owner of the house came out
he found the girl and took her into his
home, later taking her to an orphan’s
association. She was eventually trans-
ferred to Al Rahma House.

Upon arrival at the association, the
administration began looking for a fos-
ter family for her, but she was suffering
from diabetes and was a bully. Any one
who came to foster her returned her to
the association soon after. She had been
eating large amounts of chocolate that
eventually put her into a coma, which
led to bleeding in the mouth and nose.
She died.

Her story was a motivation for Al

an IF ’

Rahma House to prepare a department
for dealing with cases similar to that
of Mariam. One good person who had
heard about the story of Mariam has
since donated three houses for these or-

phans, thus Al Rahma House (Mariam
house) was born.

Married at Four Years-Old !

Ibtisam, 10, has a story quite dif-
ferent from the others. A terrible dis-
agreement over an arranged marriage,
when she was four years old, has put
her in the situation she is in today.
She escaped to Al Rahma House and
received all care that she could need.
After her father died she started attend-
ing school. She now hopes to continue
on positively with her life, and consid-
ers her previous life as a nightmare that
will never return as long she remains
in the good hands of the people of Al
Rahma House.




Mission Statement

Al-Rahma Foundation for Human Development seeks to provide
a model of care for orphans in the Republic of Yemen by provid-
ing them with accommodation, comprehensive care, education and
training that would enable them to become independent and posi-
tively active in their communities. We also work to raise the aware-
ness of society in general of its responsibilities towards orphans
through our sincere, devoted and skillful workers.

The Foundation’s Financing Projects

Local and International Sponsorships

The Foundation seeks to find sponsors for all the boarding or-
phans as well as for the orphans living with their needy families
that deserve to be sponsored based on field studies, which are con-
ducted by a committee within the Foundation. Through sponsor-
ship, all needs of the sponsored will be guaranteed including educa-
tion, care and training.

Charity Shares Project

This project is based on fixed monthly allowances from individ-
uals, agencies, institutions or companies or any one who wishes
to have an endowed share that enters as capital in any investment
project the Foundation considers as profitable and would enable it
to carry on its mission.

Our Projects

Current Projects

Dar Al-Rahma for Orphan Girl’s accommodation and care

Dar Al-Fursan for Orphan Boy’s accommodation and care

Cultural Center for Languages

Al-Riada Center for Humanitarian Services

Investment Projects
Bakery, Charity Shares, Hand, made rugs (training in process),
School (under construction.)

Future Projects

Safe childhood project

Orphan training project

Emergency humanitarian case shelter (temporary sheltering)
Opening similar orphanages in some provinces

Beauty Salon

Dressmaking workshop

7 Years of essential services

General Money Donations
Zakat, general doles, current doles, all types of sponsorships, if-
tar, support for orphans’ families, school bag.

How this all Started

An innocent orphan young girl was found on the street with no
father to care for her, nor a mother to love her, nor a house to ac-
commodate her, or neighbors to show sympathy after her late cus-
todian, who had taken the little girl under her wing since she was
an infant, had passed away. This is Mariam, a twelve-year-old girl,
who found herself stuck in a seemingly hopeless situation.

Her only option was to roam the streets aimlessly after she was de-
nied housing by her neighbors and acquaintances. One day she heard
some teenage girls talk about going to the capital Sana’a to find jobs
as sanitary workers in private clinics. She pleaded to them to take her
with them. After some hesitation, which was soon dispersed by tears
welling in her beautiful green eyes, they allowed her to ride in the
same car with them. However, as soon as they arrived in Sana’a, the
girls abandoned Mariam at the taxi stop, because they were too poor to
sustain her. They told her they would go to look for lunch and ordered
her sternly to stay at the station and wait for them.

The beautiful little girl waited and waited in vain, in a place
where passing people of whom some looked at her suspiciously.
After sunset, she had no choice but to set off looking for her so-
called “travel mates”. Her quest was unsurprisingly fruitless.

The pain of love and compassion depravation, the torment of
fear, hunger and cold showed the little girl no mercy. So far, her
life was an image of suffering. Her weak body had been ravaged by
diabetes that devastated her both physically and psychologically.

At last she found a family, but not for long because the family en-
countered problems that forced them to look for another fostering
family to take Mariam in. But Mariam had no time to join the new
house... for she died. She died alone. Her joyless life ended early
and her death was no condolence to the heartless, cruel people who
denied the poor girl a decent life.

Nevertheless, her death was not all in vain. Because of her sad
story, the idea was born to establish safe havens for such groups
that are neglected and that are in need of protection from abuse,
rape, non-human exploitation, delinquency and so on. The result
was “Dar Al-Rahma House for Orphan Girls’ Care and Accommo-
dation”.

Our Services

Internal services:- Receiving the case- Fostering and educational
care- Training care- Rehabilitation care- Health care- Psychologi-
cal care

External Services:

Paying monthly allocations- Supplying food- Supplying Eid
clothing- Supplying meat during Eid- Distributing gifts and treats
during both Eids- Distributing school bags and supplies at the
beginning of every academic year- Providing emergency medical
aid- Distributing new and second hand clothes- Organizing train-
ing courses (dressmaking, rug making, computer, illiteracy eradi-
cation... etc.)

The Foundation Activities

Cultural activities- Skill activities:- Mental skills- Handicraft
skills- Drama- Periodical drama activities- Sports activities- Recre-
ational activities:- Scientific trips- Recreational trips

External Participation

The Foundation endeavors to prove itself and show its goals
through the dramas it takes part in at universities, schools and other
institutions in coordination with these institutions.

e i

At the Dar Al Rahma House
for Orphans there are many
merciful hearts to take the
hands of orphaned children.
Educating them and quiding
them in safety through their
youngyears. Protecting them
is of paramount importance,
particularly as some of these
orphanscameto the house by
way of cruelty, which is only
one of the tragic stories of
these orphans leave behind.

In the house there are a
large number of orphaned
children, yet outside the
house there remain many
orphanson the streetand the
community must intensify
heir protection of them. As
lam demands we do.




The Beginning

On the 23rd of October 2000, Dar Al-Rahma was founded and it
occupied 26 female orphans by 2002. The work mechanism devel-
oped, thus it became Al-Rahma Foundation for Human Develop-
ment. It was licensed by the Ministry of Social Affairs on the 31st
of December 2003.

The Foundation

Al-Rahma Foundation for Human Development is a non-profit
charity organization that is concerned about both male and female
orphans and their families. It seeks to reach orphans, who have
been denied secure shelter and the warmth of family, from all over
Yemen and it provides them with secure housing, food, clothing,
and educational and health care. The Foundation also aims to inte-
grate the orphans into society and secure them a decent life in the
future, by registering them in model schools and educational and
vocational programs.

Our Vision
Pioneering human development and orphan care.

Our Objectives

Al-Rahma Foundation aims to:

Provide an infrastructure that would secure comprehensive care
services- Provide inclusive care
for targeted groups- Achieve
distinguished educational lev-
els for all targeted groups- Help
orphans acquire professional,
day-to-day and personal skills-

It also aspires to vary its accommodation categories in the future
to include physically disabled orphans, elderly women, non-orphan
homeless women, delinquents and so on. We plan to do this after
the Foundation has mastered the work it is currently doing, which
is accommodating and raising orphans.

The Foundation seeks to have an active role in the cultural and
intellectual fields either through the institutions that specialize in
these fields or through its own program.

Our Principles

Honesty and transparency- Integrity and generosity- Patience
and forbearance - Sense of affiliation - Punctuality - Eagerness to
serve others- Working with team spirit.

Our Strategies

Enacting and enhancing cooperation and partnerships with pub-
lic and private sectors as well as with Civil Society organizations.

Establishing investment projects that ensure continuity of the
Foundation activities.

Training our working staff both administratively and technical-
ly.
Seeking to obtain quality certificates by means of updating the
Foundation’s regulations and bylaws.

Develop the resources of the
Foundation- Increase society’s
awareness of its role and re-
sponsibility towards orphans-
Develop staff skills and build
their capacities- Enhance the
foundation’s relations with its
local and international counter-
parts.

Our Ambitions

The foundation aspires to
broaden the circle of project
beneficiaries through establish-
ing orphanages in all the prov-
inces of Yemen.




Mischeivous but Smart

She is smaller than the normal size of a
girl her age, full of energy and innocence.
She makes everyone who comes across
her love her, with her mischievous smile
and adorable movements. When she was
having her photograph taken, she kept
telling the photographer “Hey, take a pic-
ture, take it when I am here,” She jumps,
sits, laughs, leaving you to feel that she
has energized the atmosphere around her.
But, what more could Sama do as long as
she is an orphan. Her parents died when
she was an infant. “I want my father and
mother back,” she said very innocently.
Would Sama’a be able to dress well and
to be able to express herself fearlessly
without being afraid of people?

Without the people who work in insti-
tutions like Dar Al Rahma House for Or-
phans, she might not be able to express
herself at all.

She moves closer and tells me with
raised eyebrows high enough to give me
the feeling that the topic is incredibly im-
portant; “Did you know that people go to
eat dinner in restaurants?”

Sama can’t stand to sit still for a sec-
ond. She is full of life. She laughs, she
giggles and she teases her teachers. She
is a mischievous girl and the funniest
when she tries to make herself out to be a
young girl. She always takes care of the
baby students, acting as an older sister.

When being photographed, she is the
one who gives the orders. “Take a picture
while I am standing and get me a picture
when I am running.” But the sweetest
moment was when she lay down on her
bed and put her hand under her face, con-
fidently saying ‘Take a picture when I am
like this.

A question comes to mind automati-
cally. Will Sama still be able to properly
enjoy her childhood as an orphan? In-
stead of rightly enjoying her childhood,
she could be in rough clothes wandering
the streets selling something, exposing
herself to many dangers that she might
not live through.

Sama was talking proudly of her ex-
cellent results. “I took dinner in a restau-
rant.” Her teacher commented that it is a
custom at the orphanage that the top stu-
dents go to dinner. Her teacher said that
she came and insisted to go to restaurant.
“She is a very smart girl,” her teacher
commented, adding that she is very pop-
ular throughout the orphanage.

When asked what she wanted to be in
future, Sama said confidently “I want
chocolate and vanilla,” but when she
properly understood the question she
said “I want to be a doctor,” in a more
confident tone.

Alternative Mother
Rahma Abdullah is two and a half

A Look into an Orphans’ life

years old. Her alternative mother Noriah
al-Asbahi, 35, was talking on her behalf.
This child was not only suffering being
in an orphanage, but she is also suffering
from Cerebral Edema. The child cannot
walk or talk. Alternative mother Noriah
was like a God’s gift for the baby. “I love
her more than myself,” Noriah expressed
her emotion while her eyes dimmed with
tears.

Baby Rahma has endured many opera-
tions for her condition, but it is increas-
ingly looking like they will not be of
great benefit in the end. However, Rah-
ma is still able to draw a smile on her
innocent face that easily overcomes the
disease for a moment and proves that she
has inner strength. All in the orphanage
were playing with her and she responds
to them with a smile as if they are her
own family.

Rahma and all in the house showed
that the family does not have to be the
biological one. There are some people
who gather for Allah’s sake and for the
love of spreading good on the earth. Are
there some who could help these chil-
dren to be one firm family and able to
bear life’s difficulties? No one knows
that but Allah.

Fear for the Future

Bushra is 12 years, with angle-face
and a quiet character unlike the other
children who tend to babble, giggle and
play. She likes to be quiet, but her eyes
are not. Her eyes say much; they say that
she has suffered a lot. Her eyes say that
she still fears the future. Her teacher of
sawing Amat al-Salam said that she was
not focusing on her lessons, that she is
often absent minded. “I know that this
child has suffered something awful,”
her teacher said. Bushra’s father killed
her mother and then himself in front of
Bushra’s eyes. “I don’t miss my dad,
but I wish my mom could back to life,”
Bushra said. The little girl was silent

with fear a year ago. Now she is a little
bet better. “I used to be affected but now
less so,” Bushra said.

Bushra and the other children wake up
everyday at the dawn prayer and then to go
to school for lessons. She is now in class
two. Bushra is the cleverest and most skil-
ful students in the sewing class. “She is the
best student, and the quietest,” her teacher
Jamila said, while Bushra’s cheeks blush
red in reaction to her teacher’s praise.

You can see the hunger for learning
in her eyes. “I want to learn everything
- sewing, beading, texturing, teaching
and the Qura’an, I want to be able to do
everything in the future,” Bushra said
confidently, as if she was afraid of the
future and wanted to be well equipped
to confront any coming challenges. But,
humbly she confided that her dream was
to be a sewing teacher.

Perhaps the reason that Bushra does
not fully open the door to her dreams is
that she has gotten used to this one dream

and does not want to crash with reality
when it comes. She has the zeal to learn
everything as a natural reaction in order
to secure herself for the future, for the
unknown. There is no wonder when she
is sitting on the sewing machine, that she
forgets the whole world and works with
professionalism, as if this was her salva-
tion and her weapon for the unknown
future.

Calmness and Strength

Suzan is fifteen years old, with a friend-
ly and quiet face, but not void of strength.
All her teachers praised her morals and
academic ability, and her treatment of
others. She was very sociable.

Suzan’s mother is Egyptian and left her
and her brothers when they were quite
young after her divorce, leaving them in
the care of their father. Suzan came to Al
Rahma House after her father’s death.
Suzan misses her mother dearly. “The

house looks for my mother until they
find her, and in order to make it a surprise
they told me that my mom won’t come
this Wednesday, but the next Wednesday
in order to make it a surprise,” she nar-
rated her story when she met her mother
again. Suzan’s eyes were sparkling as she
related her memory of the reunion with
her mother. “I recognized her as soon as
I saw her and jumped into her hugging
arms,” she said. Everybody was moved,
leading them to tears. “That day was the
best day ever in my life,” she said.

Suzan and her brothers will travel to
Egypt to see their mother for the coming
holidays. Suzan is clearly happy about
that. The best thing about Suzan is that
she does not put blame on her mother.
She was very understanding of the fact
that she had to go back to Egypt to take
care of her own mother there.

Suzan is a top-class student and is the
head of the class. “I am the head of the
class and all the girls love me,” she said

proudly.

Suzan’s personality and mentality pre-
dict that she will be a successful and pow-
erful woman in the future. However, will
this young girl be able to continue her life
successfully without anything threatening
her future? Especially now that, at this age,
she is at the threshold of real life.

Poet of the House

Saddam is eight years old and is now
in the fourth class. In his features can be
seen the power of a wise young man. He
does not joke around too much, but he is
known as ‘The poet of the House’.

His teacher Fatima said that he contrib-
uted to the celebration of the House with
his poems.

Unlike the other children, Saddam is
studying at the government school for
orphans and he complains of the shame-
ful situation and rude students there. Sad-
dam’s father died when he was two, and

his mother could not afford to keep him.
Saddam understands that, yet he misses
her very much. “The House here is better
than my village, but I miss my father and
my brothers,” he said.

Saddam is the one of the top students
and he could pass the exam with ease, in
spite of the fact that he joined the school
shortly before the mid-term exam. With
his wisdom and diligence, he proves the
statement ‘bring me conditions, I will
bring you a human,” When this boy got
the opportunity to live an honorable
life, he seized it and proved that he de-
served the chance. Saddam deserves the
chance to grow up to be the engineer,
doctor, or teacher that he might want to
be. Our chances in life are numerous, but
will Saddam’s chances be so numerous?
Saddam could in future be a better help
to society, just as any other child in the
orphanage could be, because the real
wealth of any country is its people.

Future Engineer

Thikrayyat is seven-year-old girl. She
is in the first class. Her parents died and
her aunt brought her to the orphanage.
Thikrayyat’s older sister Samira refused
to come and Thikrayyat misses her very
much.

Little Thikrayyat opens the gate in
her mind to all imagination when she
watches television. She desires to travel
to Dubai because she likes the city from
what she’s seen. As her imagination, ex-
periences and opportunities develop, she
might like to travel to other places.

“I want to be an engineer in Dubai,”
she said with her shy smile that cov-
ers her missing teeth. She has beautiful
black hair and very pretty features and
she likes fashionable clothes. Thikrayyat
catches an eye with her elegance and
beauty. One could wonder if she will be
able to remain like this all her life. Or
will we see her as an engineer in Dubai?
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